Preferência Alimentar e Oviposição de Phyllophaga cuyabana (Moser) (Coleoptera: Melolonthidae) em Diferentes Culturas RESUMO -Estudos em laboratório e em casa-de-vegetação foram conduzidos para estudar a preferência de Phyllophaga cuyabana (Moser) em se alimentar e ovipositar nas espécies de plantas: Cajanus cajan 
pest is crop rotation, using alternative host plants (Oliveira et al. 2004) attractive to adults but unsuitable as food to the larvae.
P. cuyabana larvae feed on roots of various plants, like Diagne (2004) , the suitability of different plants for insect development and survival can vary preference for a relatively small number of plant species. Phyllophaga different cropping systems.
oviposition preference of P. cuyabana its host plant range.
Material and Methods
in soybean production systems and to the predominant crops in the regions of occurrence of P. cuyabana. 1996 , Silva & Salvadori 2004 .
P. cuyabana, as P. japonica, is a polyphagous feeder, it presented a different degree of preference for some host plant species. In general, adult females tended to consume larger amount of soybean plants and laid less eggs on soil close to less suitable hosts for larval development, such as cotton and C. spectabilis Roth. The larvae preferred feeding on soybean and the third-instar larvae avoided feeding on cotton. The higher populations plant than in cotton or sun hemp.
P. japonica in dietary generalists is controlled mainly by the presence of deterrents in nonhost plants (Potter & Held 2002) . In choice situation, P. cuyabana among species of the same genera as C. spectabilis and C. juncea, probably due to composition and concentration of some secondary chemical compounds, as pyrrolizidine alkaloid, in these plant species. P. cuyabana preference for more suitable hosts that could stand their in an integrated management program for this pest. Those used as a trap crop or the less suitable hosts, as cotton and C. spectabilis rotation to reduce populations of P. cuyabana in soybean these alternatives must be further investigated in field conditions.
